Spontaneous intraperitoneal bladder rupture is a rare complication of radiation therapy. We report an unusual case of spontaneous intraperitoneal bladder rupture 17 years after pelvic radiotherapy for carcinoma of the cervix in a 59-year-old woman who underwent prompt surgical repair. 
Physical examination on presentation revealed a distressed, but hemodynamically stable, patient with a distended abdomen and diminished bowel sounds. There was Cystography revealed leakage of contrast medium into the abdomen, suggesting intraperitoneal bladder rupture (Fig. 1) .
Emergency surgery was performed with a preoperative diagnosis of intraperitoneal bladder rupture. No macroscopic evidence of malignancy was observed, and a perforation measuring 5×5cm was identified on the dome of the bladder. The bladder margin at the site of injury appeared very pale, friable, and extremely thin, with an estimated bladder wall thickness of 2mm, with adhesions to the adjacent bowel (Fig. 2) . We excised the bladder 
Discussion
A high radiation dose may lead to radiation injury of the adjacent organs, such as the rectum, bladder, and small bowel, of varying severities [2] . The reported rate of clinically relevant side effects following radiotherapy for primary carcinoma of the cervix was 10% overall and 2% to 3% for urological complications [3] . However, late complications of radiation therapy for cervical can-cer, such as hematuria, fibrosis, contraction, and several fistulas, may occur in 5∼15% of patients and are related to the dose and fractionation of the delivered dose and volume [4] . Fujikawa et al. [2] reported the incidence of spontaneous rupture of the urinary bladder to be particularly high after radiation therapy, reaching 2.0%. They suggested that the high incidence of radiation-induced complications, including spontaneous bladder rupture, is due to the use of high-dose brachytherapy. They also re- In summary, spontaneous intraperitoneal rupture of the urinary bladder is a rare complication of radiation therapy.
A high index of suspicion is required for diagnosis of this rare manifestation of spontaneous bladder rupture in patients with a history of pelvic radiation therapy.
